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Fairview, Ephraim Gearing up for Snowmobile 'State
Ride'
Brian Howarth loves snowmobiling. He also enjoys helping to make a difference in
people's lives, especially children. On February 23 & 24, he will get the opportunity to
combine his two loves by taking part in the Utah Snowmobile Association State Ride and
Winter Festival being held in Ephraim and Fairview.
"This is a great opportunity for the snowmobile community and our community to work
together for a great cause," says Howarth, president of the Skyline Sno-Riders, which is
helping put on the event. The local club has twice been named "Snowmobile Club of the
Year" by the Utah Snowmobiling Association and was awarded this honor for a third
time again this year.
In 2006 the Skyline Sno-Riders was the second-largest club in the state. He added that
people do not need to be a member of any snowmobiling club to attend the two-day
event. Highlights include an Ephraim Canyon Charity Fund Raising Ride and Poker
Run Friday, Feb. 23, at 9 a.m. All proceeds raised will be given to the Utah Down
Syndrome Foundation. Later that evening there will be a dinner and games at the
Fairview Senior Citizen Hall.
On Saturday, Feb. 24, there will be snowmobile drag races starting at 8 a.m. near the
Rodeo Grounds. The Fairview Canyon ride will begin at 9 a.m. at the canyon's trail head.
In addition, Fairview City will host vendors of outdoor equipment and an OHV Training
class for 8 to 16 year olds Saturday afternoon. There will also be chili "cook off" that
afternoon and a Dutch Oven dinner and live entertainment open to the public at the
Fairview Dance Hall that night.
In addition, the Skyline Sno-Riders Club will continue its "Operation Care Bear"
tradition of collecting new stuffed bears to give to law enforcement agencies to pass on
to children after an accident or other incident. Donations may be dropped off at local
hospitals, city offices, sheriff's office, or county building. Last year 900 bears were given
out to needy children.
The state ride and winter fest are expected to attract people from all over Utah and the
inter mountain west. This is the third straight year that the Utah Snowmobiling
Association has chosen to hold its "State Ride" in Fairview. "Simply put, it has some
of the best riding in the entire country," as stated in a recent four page article in
SnoWest" magazine, Howarth says. Fairview also has a paved canyon road that leads to
a trail head that provides access to more than 50 miles of trails to the north at Skyline

Drive and some 30 miles to the south to Joe's Valley. There is also a paved parking lot
and warming shelters. The great access, coupled with the great snow and diversity in the
riding terrain made it a prime choice, Howarth says. Howarth moved to Fairview from
Utah County a few years ago and his entire family got involved in the Skyline SnoRiders. The family also started several charity events tied to snowmobiling that have
raised food and funds for the local food bank. Howarth, his wife, Miko, his mother
Darlene, and father, Clyde Mortensen, were also named the state's top snowmobiling
family of the year in 2004. The Sno-Riders worked to establish a trailhead up Fairview
Canyon; including putting in a paved parking lot, as well as a warming shelter located
about 15 miles away from the trail entrance that is kept well-stocked throughout the
season, which typically runs from December through April.
During the off-season, the Sno-Riders also sponsors other events such as trail clean ups,
an "adopt a highway" program and are also involved in working with the Forest Service
to create another paved parking lot at the area know as "Big Drift" as well as enlarging
the Skyline North parking lot next spring.
For information on the Feb. 23 & 24 rides, call Barbara Collard: 801-568-7000 (cell) or
801-254-6580. Reservations are required for the Saturday evening dinner at the Fairview
Dance Hall as seating is limited. Cost is $19 per person. Call 435-427-3353 for
reservations.
More information is also available online at www.skylinesno-riders.com and the Utah
Snowmobile Association website at www.snowut.com or by phoning Brian at 435-4273620 or by email, bhow@cut.net or bhowarth@utah.gov.
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