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Mountain Bike TRaiL #1

SKYLINE TRAIL

HE RDE: The Skyling Trail begins just
south of Soldier Surmmit in Ulah
County and runs south, tracing the top
of the Wasatch Piateau, for over a hundrad
miles through Sa & County to where it
ends at 1-70 in Smrprig: Cnunt;.rt.yTrﬂs route is
often compared to the famous White Him
Trall in southeastern Litah, an incradibly
scenic 4-day bike trip through desart redrock
country. The Skyline Trail also gives moun-
tain bikers the chance to do a muiti-day
aither saif, or vehicle supported trip, rolling
through gorgeous alpine scenary at aleva-
fions that guarantes cool temperatures
throughout the summer months. For the
most part this is a good dirt road the entire
with sactions that become rutted and
ﬁolad from weather, wear and tear.
The saction of the Skyline Trall described
here begins just east of the town of Fair-
view, traces the central backbone of the

‘plateau, ending near Farron Reservoir at the

head of Twelvemile Canyon. This ride can
be done by exparenced. advanced level rid-
ars equipped with panniers and the ability to
carry all their gear, or it can ridden by
one for any distance or length of tima
desired, with vahicle support.

DirecTioNs: To begin, rvaad east from the
town of Fainvew, up Faindew Canyon on
UT 31, Continue on UT 31 as it ums south
heading toward Huntington Reservoir and
Electric Lake (the northern section of Sky-
line Drive comes in here from the left).
Approximately one mile after the Fairview
Lakes Overlook you will come to the San-
pele Valley Overlook, Just past this second
overook you will pick up Skyline Drive, aiso
FS Road #150, heading south. Tha first part
of this route is & roller coaster taking you up
and down over several good hills. Start out

slow as the air is thin up'here and some of

these climbs will require determination.
Sactions of this routa can bacoma treachar-
ous due to clay-like mud that can freeze
maving bike parts In a matter of minutes.

Wrap around the west flank of Morth and
South Tent Mountain at the top of Canal
Canyon before coming to Big and Little
Horseshoa, two glacially carved out moun-
tains with summits over 11,000 fest.
Ascending the backside of Big Horseshos,
a distinct geclogical featura, will provida
spectacular views before a great four mile
descent 1o Horseshoe Flats. From here
continue to roll along until, reaching High
Top, the highest point on Skyline Drive at
10,897 feet. I's downhill from here fo the
turm-off to Ferron Resenvoir and camp, or
anothar three miles (6 the campground at
Twalvamile Flat. Twelvamile Road
will take you off the plateau to the the
town of Mayfield.




HE miDE: This 28 mile loop
improved dirt roads, unimproved dirt
roads and singletrack. There are
several good climbs that will test your
endurance and sections of singletrack that
wili be a real challenge to more intermediate
riders. This is a five-star ride that traversas
some of the most beautiful backcountry
central Utah has to offer. -
DinecTions: Get lo the start of this ride at
Pale's Hole Resaervoir heading east from the
town of Ephraim on UT 29 as It winds its
way up Ephraim Canyon. Continue east an
LT 29 as= it crosses ine Drive, following
signs for Jog's Valley Reservoir. Approxi-

mately 4.5 miles from where you
Skyline Drive vou will coma to the tum off
for Pete's Hole Resarvoir, Tum here and
park at the campground, Plan at least

an hour drive fo reach the trailhead.

p
Point Trall, also FS #109,
wind its way through meadows,

overlock. An awesome view of Joa's Valley
Reservoir and sumounding country is worth
the short hike out 1o the overlook. This sin-
gletrack will continua heading south to
Mary's Lake whare it tums into a rough dirt
road, alzo FS Hoad #041. Stay on this dirt

road, still heading south, for approximataly
4 mites 1o where you will come 1o an intar-
section. Go left and stay left as this some-
what better dirt road, still FS #041 as it
bends around and heads north.

Afler a long descent into the vallay, you
will come to ancther intersection, go l
again and head 1o Joe's Valley Resarvoir for
8 rest and swim. From the resarvair head
wast on UT 29, also FS Foad #FHE. Now
ciimb up through Whites Dugway, then fal-
low Olsen Canyon drainage, before emerg-
ing onto Thistle Flat. Be looking for the
tumiolf to the Soup Bowl and Pete's Hole
Resanvoir on your lefl. You made it!




HE mioE: This loop route around Mt

Baldy traverses some incradibly

scenic backeountry through one of
tha highest regions of the Wasatch Plateau.
The route follows four-wheel and gradad
dirt roads that roll along gaining and losing

modest amounts of alevation. Tha
culty factor on this rida comes from the

fact that you ara starting and staying at a
high elevation.

To get to the start of this ride from the
Sanpete Valley drive to the town of Mayfiald,
and then head east up Twelvemile Canyon
on FS Road #022. Drive approximately 14.5
milas to the start of FS Road #024 on the
righthand side of the road, directly across
frem the Grove of the Aspen Giants Scenic

Area. You can pull into the scenic area and
park, or off the road at the beginning of
FS #024.
DiRecTions: For a quick warm-up jump
on your bikes and ride the one mile loap
through the giant aspens. They are some of
the biggest and cides! aspans known o
exst. Next, head back out oro the
Twelvemila Canyon Road and pedal for
almost 3 miles up o tha intersaction with
Skwmbﬁva.ﬁuﬂﬁh Mﬂn%qmmw
Skyline Drive, past Twelvemile Flat
Campground. Huge meadows and the bar-
ren knoll of Mt. Baldy will be to your right,
and an enormous basin that forms the haad-
walers of Muddy Creek will be on your left.
Just under 3 miles from where you furned
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right onto Skyline Drive you will ses FS
Foad #151 to Emarald Lake taking off o
your left. A few hundred yards beyond the
tum off to Emerald Lake a trail branches off
to your right, dropping down about 500 feet
in less than a third of a mile. This trai will
take you down to Step Flats and FS Road
#024_ When you reach the road go right,
cruising through the flats as you approach
the souttnwestern flank of Mt. Balkdy. The
South fork of Twelvemile Creek drainage
drops away to the west and ls traversed by
a trall called the Narrows. Confinue heading
north on FS Road #024 as it takes you
around the west side of ML Baldy, eventual-
ly intersecting the main canyon road whers
you left your car.
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about half way up on a maintained dirt
road, bafora picking up the White
Trail, a single track that traverses the north-
em adge of the White Laedges and
Ratlesnake Peak as it heads back down
canyon. The White Ladges Trall balongs to
a netwark of trails in this area that provide
some excellent opportunities for axphm'lg
and creating your own routes. To
Palisade State Park head south from Munu
on US B9 to Starlin falrming the signs for
the park, Park ham the day use arsa.
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right, headi EbtnEHm ncfaﬁgn ""f}‘&"" 5
=} ,
undar 2 nﬂFgg ﬁm the park yonwm see the
trailhead for the Dan Henry 'F:;T! also FS
Trail #0395, on your right. In about cne-hall
mila, you'll eross the forest service bound-
ary. nue up Sixmile Canyen to en-
counter the Harmon Trail crossing the road.
Keap pushing uphill for ancther 2.5 miles to
the trailhead for the Whita Ledges Trail. Go
right-onto the White Trall, also FS
Trall #088, and be prepared for a singletrack
descent that is steep and sometimes rough,
You will be riding south and west loward the

#4

Ledges. Soon you will coma fo an intersec-
tion where the trall forks. The White Lﬂdgas
Trall continues down to your rl

Dan Hanry Trall forks 1o the Gu Iaﬂ onto
the Dan Henry Trail. also FS Trall #085, The
Harrmon Trall will eoma in from the right.
approximately 2 miles from where tha trail
forked. Take the Harmon Trail out onto the
main canyon road and follow it down or
stay on the Dan Henry Trail for another 2
miles to where it eventually hits tha canyon
road below. Once g‘:;,lr are on the main

road ride down to Palisade State park
whera you left your car,

zﬁ/b

lla'-ﬁ

.iuz

o Pnliﬂdl
Fll'llll'l .\\Lulm

B 9 10 11

- --.__‘ 5

I._'I-'H 15
T TN




HE miDE: This route is a good challenge
for intarmediate and advanced riders
who are In good physical condition.

While the majority of the frail surface is a
able 4-wheel drive road there are sev-

aral sections of loose rock that can be a

trick to pedal. This trall is ancther wonderful

tour of some of the gorgeous country to be
found on the Wasatch Plateau.

DwrscTions: From the town of Mayfisld
begin by lgudaing up tha Twelvernile
Canyon Road, also FS Road #022. Approx-
mately 5.5 miles from town the Beaver
Creek Road, also FS Road #029, takes off
on the right hand side of the road. Go onto

this road, bearing right again where it forks ofthe h points on the plateau rises
in just under a mile. In anothar 2 milas the the
rmdmmn.mmmﬂmM wmm:g{mm,hmmma

to Woods sm“mnrmanmd Clear G Drainage. You may also warnt
#1589, and continue heading south, down to down Otsan Canyaon Trall which
into the drainage, across the creek and up | pass taking off to your left as you
onto tha ridge. Reach the and the steepest part of your descant.
gast, Porcuping Knall, A short loop s trail comes out just above Mayfisid In
1ummdmmﬂwﬂﬂmﬁm Mwmmmm“hmn&a
out to the start of the Balsam Grove Ridge down Clear Creek Canyon, following
Trail, also FS Trail #127. trall as it criss-crossas over the siream.
This s a great, sometimes wild, single When you onto tha main canyon

track that heads back down into Twelvemile  road go left and head back to Mayfield.

Cewr%gn that may be too much of a tempta-
tion for some. Mary's Nipple (10,984}, one
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miles up Manti Canyon from the town, Climb
on a graded dirt road for almost 5 miles
befare reaching Skyline Drive, If you are not
up 1o the this climb, which gainz 3,000 feat
in 5 miles, you may want to shuttle or drop
off at tha point where tha Manti Canyon
tha pi drap off at the HM'mmmDmsuw D
the routes on the mmuu at reac ne Diriva
ntlnﬂmaﬁﬂavﬂﬂulim?iuﬁachb 1all.rn&|;:;nonh.mllngalmgatalem—m
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and make for a shorter, easier ride, fions batween 10,000 and 10,500 fest. Pass
DwnecTions: Begin riding from the Manti Jet Fox Reservoir at 2.5 miles from where
Community Campground, approximately 5 you began riding on Skyline Drive, and in

anather ona haif mile come fo the tum-off
for Low urhandLoggar Fork Reservair,
also FS #046. Go left onto this road,
bearing laft again when you come 1o a fork
in the road. The right fork will take you to
Loggers Fork Beservolr. Descanding steeply
fior just under two miles you will come to the
Morth Fork Trail, also FS Road #0458, Go left
again, following this drainage down to where
it meats the main Manti Canyon Road. It is
just another mile back to the campground
from hera.






















