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Sanpete County is located in the center of the state of Utah. Itis
bordered on the North by Utah County, on the East by Carbon and Emery
Counties, on the South by Sevier County and on the West by Juab and
Millard Counties.

Sanpete County’s Elevation is 5,500 feet and the county covers about
1,588 square miles.

There are 18 communities in the Sanpete
County Valley. They include Axtell,
Centerfield, Chester, Ephraim, Fairview,
Fayette, Freedom, Fountain  Green,
Gunnison, Indianola, Manti, Mayfield,
Milburn, Moroni, Mt. Pleasant, Spring City,
Sterling, and Wales. Manti is the county

seat.

The Manti-LaSal National Forest is
the valley’s eastern mountain range. A road Sanpete County
named Skyline Drive follows the top of the Courthouse in Manti

Manti-LaSal mountain range. It climbs to elevations of 10,897 feet and
offers magnificent scenery. The west side of the valley is framed by the
Unita National Forest. To drive through Sanpete County, follow Highway
89.

Looking
west
towards the
Sanpitch
Mountain
Range from
Skyline
Drive
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Sanpete County’s name comes from San Pitch, a
Ute Indian Chief who originally lived in the area.

Later, Chief Walkara became leader of the Ute
People and was responsible for inviting settlers to
come to the area. They wanted the settlers to
teach them to plant and grow crops.

In November of 1849, a wagon train of 50
pioneer families traveled up Salt Creek Canyon to
reach Sanpete Valley. They were of Danish,
Swedish, English, and Welsh decent. They spent
the first
winter in

dugouts on a hillside, which later became Temple Hill,
where the Manti Temple stands today. One warm spring
day, the settlers heard a hissing sound that seemed to
surround them. Unknown to them, they had settled in a
den of hibernating rattlesnakes. Snakes crawled out of
caves that were all around them. Snakes were found in
beds and cupboards. Men used torches to remove them
from their homes. Remarkably, no one was bitten.

Watch a video about theugout.
http://sanpete.com/tours/8-manti

Sanpete settlements were laid out according to a Mormon plan. Streets ran north and south or
east and west. Each family lot had a house, barn, granary, chicken coop, corral, garden and

orchard. Farms surrounded the city blocks.

The Blackhawk War, fought from 1865 to 1868,
was started when Chief Arapeen was pulled from his
horse by a settler. The Indians, insulted by the act,
began surprise raids on small groups of settlers
working outside the settlements. The settlers
organized an army and fought back. Several lives
were lost before peace could be restored. After the
peace treaty was signed, Chief Blackhawk visited each
community and apologized. Shortly after, the Indians
were relocated to reservations in north eastern Utah.

Watch a video about tH&lackhawk War.
http://sanpete.com/tours/9-the-blackhawk-war
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Sanpete County enjoys a pleasant

and healthful climate. Clear skies AVERAGE MONTHLY PRECIPITATION (inches)
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August is 85 degrees. Winters are
cold but not severe.

The average yearly precipitation is 10.65 inches. The surrounding mountains help protect
Sanpete County from weather extremes.

A winter day in
Sanpete County.

A pleasant

summer Richard Olsen
afternoon in

Sanpete County




A Growing County...........

1998 1999 2000 2004 2005 2010 2020

21,349 21,885 22,364 23,649 24,044 27,571 33,251

Sanpete County’s population has grown steadily since the late 1950's.
Most of the people from Sanpete have European, Scandinavian or Hispanic ancestors.
Almost half of Sanpete County’s population is 24 years old and younger.

Sanpete County is a great place to grow up. People all over the world move to Sanpete
County for its quiet small town, friendly atmosphere. Statistics of Sanpete:
http://www.fedstats.gov/qf/states/49/49039.html




Education is important in Sanpete
County. Over 80% of residents
complete high school. Sanpete has 8
elementary schools, 3 middle schools,
and 3 high schools. Sanpete also has
Wasatch Academy, a private high
school; and Sanpete Academy, an
alternative school.

Snow is a Junior College and Vocational School. Snow College
was founded in 1888 and is one of the oldest junior colleges in
America. www.Snow.edu

Watch a video abol@now Colleg:
http://sanpete.com/tours/17-snow-
college-campus-tour

Utah State University, in
partnership with Snow
College, has a center in
Ephraim and provides
Bachelors and Masters
Degrees to graduating
Snow College Students.
http://southwest.usu.edu/




Agriculture has always been very important to the
economy of Sanpete County. Nearly 500 families own farms
in Sanpete County. From simple pioneer beginnings,
Sanpete has grown into a productive agricultural center.

Sanpete County is one of the top 10 turkey producing
counties in the United States and the top turkey county in the
state of Utah. Turkey farmers in Sanpete raise 4.8 million
turkeys a year, that weigh 20 Ibs. each or more.

Sanpete is the #1 wool and sheep producers in
Utah. Most Sanpete sheep produce high-quality
wool that is used to weave fine wool fabrics. If you
visit in the spring or fall, you might have to stop in the
road to let a huge herd of sheep pass.

Moving Sheep on Skyline
Drive

Sanpete County is #4 in diary and #7 in beef production in
Utah. 7,500 dairy cows provide milk for families throughout Utah.
In addition to other crops, farmers grow alfalfa hay on 35,000 acres
of land to feed farm and ranch animals throughout the year.
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While the economy of Sanpete depends on agriculture, other
businesses also contribute to the county’s economy. Manufacturers have
also started new companies in the area. A few of the businesses are:

*Hunter Composite makes fiberglass pillars for new
buildings.

*Applied Composite Technology makes artificial
limbs, qun barrels, and aerospace.

. : : :
Applied Composite Technology Snow College provides many jobs and brings
students to the area.

*Central Utah Correctional Facility is a State prison & provides many
jobs for Sanpete residents.

*Qther forms of
employment include medical
clinics and hospitals; city,
county, and state
governments, education,
construction; bed &
breakfasts, motels, hotels, resorts, ranches, restaurants, grocery,
furniture, hardware, crafts, and other types of stores. Sanpete also has a
violin maker and a boot maker.




Sanpete County residents have a wide variety of activities during all seasons of the year.
There are many places to camp in both the Manti-LaSal National Forest and Uinta National
Forest. We have rock climbers that visit year around to climb in Maple Canyon, just west of
Moroni. Snowmobiling is very popular in Sanpete; we even have visitors come from out of state
to Snowmobile in the beautiful mountains of Sanpete.

Winter brings many winter sports to Sanpete County. The mountains are filled with
snowboarders, snow kiters and snowmobilers. Skiers also visit our mountains even though
they have to have transportation from the bottom of the hills to
the top. They love the quietness of our mountains and the
beautiful views from Skyline Drive which is only accessible by
snowmobiles in the winter.

Watch a video aboWlaple Canyon http://sanpete.com/pages/climb

Watch a video oSnowmobiling http://sanpete.com/tours/14-extreme-snowmobiling

Watch a video oSnowkiting http://sanpete.com/tours/19-snowkite-utah-s-skyline

In the summer these same mountains provide a wide
range of activities like camping, hiking, ATV riding, fishing and
the opportunity to just “Get Away.” The ATV trails are just
GREAT! In August, Manti hosts a 2-day Mountain ATV tour.
They tour the trails; have lunch and a nice dinner. The
Arapeen OHYV Trail system is also in the Manti-LaSal National
Forest. Over 350 miles of ATV and 4X4 routes are included in

the system of trails. These
trails can be accessed from
Spring City, Manti and Mayfield.

Watch anATV video http://sanpete.com/tours/28-willow-
creek-atv-riding

One of the many

attractions in the
Manti-LaSal National Forest is the beautiful Skyline
Drive. It runs for 100 miles at the top of the
Wasatch Plateau with elevation ranges from 9,000
feet to 11,000 feet. From the top of Skyline Drive
you can see panoramic views East and West for
miles. It is one of the most scenic drives in the
United States. You can access Skyline Drive from

most of the cities in Sanpete but it does require a 4- Sanpete Valley
wheel drive vehicle. from the top of Skvline Drive



If you like to bike ride, Spring City hosts a Classic Bike Race in
August. The bikers from all over and in all age groups race the roads
of Sanpete which offers rolling hills and beautiful scenery, all without
a lot of automobile traffic. Our mountains are great for 4-wheeling,
which is a great family activity.

Also in August, we have the Annual Sanpete County Fair. During the run of the Fair, you
can see a horse pull, Miss Sanpete Pageant, cowboy poetry, barbershop quartets, exhibits,
concessions, rides, food and craft booths, demolition derby , Dutch oven cook off, old tractor
show, parade, rodeo and much more.

At Palisade State Park Visitors can camp, play golf
on the 18-hole golf course, swim, picnic, and fish on
the Palisade Lake, which is just east of Sterling.

Watch a video of Golfing th¢" hole http:/sanpete.com/tours/22-palisade-golf-courde-4o

Visitors also like to travel up the mountain roads to
view the wild life, including deer and elk herds. These
same animals move to the valley during the winter and
can be seen in many yards and in the foothills.

Palisade State Park
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Sanpete County Events

Fountain Green Annual Bald Eagle Day February A wonderful family activity that gives you a
chance to view bald eagles in their natural settiatch them soar the sky and hunt in the fieliee
Snow College Plays eall the college for more information; Kathleen ldan, 435-283-7478

Mt. Pleasant Annual Easter Offering Concert Religious hymns performed by a choir made up of
singers from all over the north Sanpete area. Free

Big Daddy Roth Open HouseéManti —April - Celebration to honor the memory of Ed Roth, wreaf

the beloved cartoon character Rat Fink from theDl96Museum is open year around by appointment.
Scandinavian Heritage Festival ConferencéMay- Annual celebration honoring the Scandinavian
history of Sanpete Valley. Food and craft bootlacing, and entertainment.

Spring City Annual Heritage Day and Home TourMay — Tours of historic restored homes and
buildings, art and antique show. Spring City istlo@ National Register of Historic Pioneer Townan@
fees.

Mt. Pleasant Annual Sanpete valley Fly InJune- Radio controlled airplane aerobatics showgdeho
rocket demo, and drag races. Prizes and helicaptéhot air balloon rides.

Free Fishing Day- June — no license required for one day of fishiRghing proclamation is still in
force.

Annual Mormon Miracle Pageant and Quilt ShowJune — Outdoor re-enactment of the rise of the
L.D.S. Church and pioneer arrival to Sanpete Caufrtge

Annual Welsh Days June — Pot luck dinner in the park with entertaintne

4" of July CelebrationsSmall town celebrations with activities and paradesths and pageants.

Mt. Pleasant City Hub City Days & T&T Muzzleloade& Blackhawk Rendezvous; Mountain Golf
Tournamert - July — Day long activities include traders, fobthck powder shoots, games, contests, craft
booths, Dutch oven cook-off, entertainment, nafiweerican dancers, concessions.

Fairview Annual Lace Day July — Three-day event where you can learn to nede2 Vendors
available.

240 of July Celebrations July- Celebrate the settling of Utah in the smalns of Sanpete County.
Tons of activities, parades and food and craft b&ot

Manti Scenic Mountain ATV Tours August - Two separate tours offer advanced or fanmuling
through 40 miles of scenic beauty in the Manti LUa$ational Forest.

Annual Sanpete County Fair Manti - August - Miss Sanpete Scholarship pageant, cowbeyry, 4-H
horse show, music, food, displays, rides, crafth®ademolition derby, pet show, Dutch oven codk of
and much more.

Bluegrass Festival September - Country music, cowboy poetry, locartabnd clogging/dancing
groups.

Spring City Artists’ Studio Tour -Tours of artists’ studios, view craftsmen at worklins, silversmith,
and pottery. Children’s crafts and demonstrations.

Fairview Annual Holiday Magic Boutigue- October - 3 day open market featuring holiday datbons
and ideas, craft items, gifts, candles and morsdte#. Homemade soups and bread served.

Sanpete County’s “We've Got Space: CelebratioAstronomy and space exploration presentations for
high school-adults.

Annual Peel Furniture Open House October - Open House and sale. Dale Peel presmntimest
handcrafted Mormon pioneer era utilitarian furrgtur

Mistletoe Mall Boutigue- November - Open market style booths featuring haaftéd gift items and
homemade food items.

Christmas Celebrations Concerts, home shows, home tours, and paradegsaiedabe Christmas season
in Sanpete County’s many small towns.
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Sanpete County Scenic Drives

Skyline Drive -The beautiful Skyline Drive is a 87-mile drive aipthhe Wasatch Plateau
and is one of Utah’s most popular 4-wheel drivadleoaThe magnificent views of Sanpete
Valley, mile-deep canyons, lake filled basins, andtine alpine meadows and forests.
Skyline Drive is accessible from July through Oetobr until the snow begins to fall.

The elevation ranges from 9,000 to 11,000. Roatlsden communities in Sanpete and
Castle Valley intersect the drive for easy accd3we road is un-surfaced and rough in
places; travel should be done in good weather. eSxeutions are suitable for high
clearance four-wheel drive vehicles only.

Huntington Canyon -This 48-mile byway travels through the Manti-La Slaltional

Forest on the Wasatch Plateau at elevations f@53® 10,000 feet. Along the drive there
are trout-filled lakes, geological wonders, and@atonal opportunities. The drive
provides access to Electric Lake, one of the am@a'st popular fishing spots.

To learn more about the activities and events in $gete County, please visit our
website atwww.sanpete.conor call the travel office at 435-835-6877
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